The Public Elementary School

regulations are classed as elementary, French is taught, and pupils may
even pass the School Certificate Examination, which is intended for
Secondary Schools. But premises, organisation, and curriculum of
Elementary Schools have all been much affected by the important
change known as " reorganisation " which is now taking" place.

The Consultative Committee, a standing Committee appointed by
law to advise the Board of Education when it was first created, have
issued a number of reports on educational questions which have greatly
influenced the Board, the L.E.A.s, and all concerned in education.
In 1926 they issued a report on the Education of the Adolescent,
generally known as the Hadow Report after the Chairman, Sir Henry
Hadow.1 They distinguished primary education ending at n + and
post-primary education from n -h till 144- or 15 -K They recom-
mended that at the age of n + all children should have a change of
school, those not proceeding to Secondary Schools to pass into
Central or Senior Schools for a post-primary course lasting three
or four years. Such a course would differ from that of the Secondary
School through the importance attached to practical instruction and
manual work and through the " realistic ** bias given to the other
studies. They considered that these studies should be related more
closely to industrial, commercial, or rural life, so that the children's
interest might be stimulated through perceiving the bearing of their
studies on their careers* Children from a number of junior schools
might proceed to a single Central or Senior School, which would thus
be large enough for separate courses of different types to be organised
to suit the children's needs*

The Board of Education and the LB.A.S accepted these recom-
mendations, which were indeed being put into practice by several
progressive L.B.A.S before the report appeared* They are now being
gradually carried out, and in 193 8 more than 63 per cent of the children
aged n and over were in reorganised schools. The change has
required much careful planning, and more progress has been made in
some districts than in others. In country districts it has sometimes
been very difficult to decide how existing schools could best be
grouped so that a Senior School might be within reach of all This
has usually involved much enlargement and alteration of the particular
school chosen to serve as a Senior School, and often the building of a
new school altogether* The problem of the dual system also reappeared,
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